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1
ACOUSTIC STANDOFF AND MUD VELOCITY
USING A STEPPED TRANSMITTER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/401,503, filed Feb. 21, 2012.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

1. Field of the Disclosure

The present disclosure is related to testing of fluids in a
wellbore and, in particular, to methods and apparatus for
determining acoustic properties of fluids in the wellbore.

2. Description of the Related Art

Exploration for hydrocarbons commonly includes using a
bottomhole assembly including a drill-bit for drilling a bore-
hole in an earth formation. Drilling fluid or “mud” used in the
drilling may vary in density or “mud weight” for a number of
reasons. Such variations can result from changes in the quan-
tity and density of cuttings (particles of formation); changes
in the “mud program” at the surface, changes in temperature,
etc. Variations in mud density also occur when gas or liquid
enter the borehole from the formation. Such influx of forma-
tion fluids may likely be the result of formation overpressures
or abnormally high pressures.

Pressure detection is useful in drilling operations. Not only
does the drilling rate decrease with a high overbalance of mud
pressure versus formation pressure, but also lost circulation
and differential pressure sticking of the drill pipe can readily
occur. More importantly, an underbalance of mud pressure
versus formation pressure can cause a pressure “kick.” A well
may kick without forewarning. Balanced drilling techniques
often require only a fine margin between effective pressure
control and a threatened blowout. Additionally, there are situ-
ations where it is desired to maintain underbalance to avoid
formation damage. Thus, there is a need to measure the prop-
erties of the borehole fluid downhole in order to detect, among
other things, kicks and inflow of formation liquids.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

In one aspect, the present disclosure provides a method of
determining an acoustic property of a fluid in a wellbore, the
method including: placing a faceplate in the wellbore with a
stepped surface of the faceplate in contact with the fluid,
wherein the stepped surface includes a non-stepped face and
a stepped face; transmitting an acoustic pulse through the
faceplate into the fluid, wherein a first portion of the acoustic
pulse passes from the faceplate into the fluid via the non-
stepped face and a second portion of the acoustic pulse passes
from the faceplate into the fluid via the stepped face; receiving
afirst reflected acoustic pulse related to the first portion of the
acoustic pulse from a wellbore surface and a second reflected
acoustic pulse related to the second portion of the acoustic
pulse from the wellbore surface; obtaining a measurement of
the first reflected acoustic pulse and a measurement of the
second reflected pulse; and determining from the obtained
measurements the acoustic property of the fluid in the well-
bore.

In another aspect, the present disclosure provides an appa-
ratus for determining an acoustic property of a fluid in a
wellbore, the apparatus including: a faceplate having a
stepped surface that includes a non-stepped face and a
stepped face, wherein the stepped surface is coupled to the
fluid in the wellbore; an acoustic transducer configured to
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transmit an acoustic signal to pass through the stepped surface
of the faceplate into the fluid, wherein a first portion of the
transmitted acoustic signal passes from the faceplate into the
fluid via the non-stepped face and a second portion of the
acoustic pulse passes from the faceplate into the fluid via the
stepped face; and a processor configured to: receive measure-
ments of a first reflected pulse related to reflection of the first
portion of the transmitted acoustic signal from a wellbore
surface a second reflected pulse related to reflection of the
second portion of the transmitted acoustic signal from the
wellbore surface, and determine the acoustic property of the
fluid in the wellbore from the received measurements of the
first reflected acoustic pulse and the second reflected acoustic
pulse.

In yet another aspect, the present disclosure provides a
system for determining an acoustic property of a fluid in a
wellbore, the system including: a member disposed in the
wellbore; a faceplate disposed on the member, the faceplate
having a stepped surface coupled to the fluid in the wellbore,
wherein the stepped surface includes a non-stepped face and
a stepped face; an acoustic transducer configured to transmit
an acoustic signal into the faceplate, wherein a first portion of
the transmitted acoustic signal passes from the faceplate into
the fluid through the non-stepped face and a second portion of
the transmitted acoustic signal passes from the faceplate into
the fluid through the stepped face, the acoustic transducer
further configured to receive a first reflected acoustic signal
related reflection of the first portion of the transmitted acous-
tic signal from a surface of the wellbore and a second reflected
acoustic signal related to reflection of the second portion of
the transmitted acoustic signal from the surface of the well-
bore; and a processor configured to: receive measurements of
the first reflected pulse and the second reflected pulse from the
acoustic transducer, and determine the acoustic property of
the fluid in the wellbore from the received measurements of
the first reflected acoustic pulse and the second reflected
acoustic pulse.

Examples of certain features of the apparatus and method
disclosed herein are summarized rather broadly in order that
the detailed description thereof that follows may be better
understood. There are, of course, additional features of the
apparatus and method disclosed hereinafter that will form the
subject of the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For detailed understanding of the present disclosure, ref-
erences should be made to the following detailed description,
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which like elements have been given like numerals and
wherein:

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative wellbore system suitable for
determining an acoustic property of fluid in a wellbore in one
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 shows a detailed view of the fluid testing apparatus
of FIG. 1 in one embodiment;

FIG. 3 shows various transmission and/or reflection paths
for an acoustic pulse generated by an acoustic transducer of
the fluid testing apparatus; and

FIGS. 4A and 4B show schematic waveforms of the pulses
received at the acoustic transducer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DISCLOSURE

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative wellbore system 100 suitable
for determining an acoustic property of fluid 108 in a wellbore
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104 in one embodiment of the present disclosure. The well-
bore system 100 includes a member 102 that extends from a
surface location 120 into a borehole or wellbore 104. The
wellbore 104 may be an open wellbore or a cased wellbore, in
various embodiments. A surface 104a (also referred to herein
as a “wellbore wall 1044”) of the wellbore 104 may be a
surface of a formation or an interior face of a casing (not
shown) disposed in the wellbore 104. An annulus 114 is
formed between the member 102 and the wellbore wall 104a.
In one embodiment, the member 102 may be a drillstring that
includes a drill bit 106 at a bottom end for drilling the well-
bore 104. A fluid 108 such as a drilling mud may be pumped
into the wellbore 104 through a bore 112 in the member 102
to exit the member 102 at the drill bit 106. The fluid 108 then
travels back to the surface location 120 via the annulus 114. In
the annulus 114, the fluid 108 may include drilling mud as
well as formation fluids and/or formation gases. Determining
properties of the fluid in the annulus 114 is useful in drilling
operations. The member 102 includes a fluid testing appara-
tus 110 suitable for determining a property of the fluid 108 in
the annulus 114 of the wellbore 104.

FIG. 2 shows a detailed view of the fluid testing apparatus
110 of FIG. 1 in one embodiment. The fluid testing apparatus
110 includes an acoustic device 200 disposed on the member
102. The acoustic device 200 includes an acoustic transducer
202 and a faceplate 204, which may be a stepped faceplate, as
described below. The faceplate 204 includes a first surface
210 and a second surface 212 that is opposite the first surface
210. The second surface 212 is a stepped surface, including a
non-stepped face 214 and a stepped face 216. The distance
between the non-stepped face 214 and the first surface 210 is
less than the distance between the stepped face 216 and the
first surface 210. As shown in FIG. 2, a perpendicular distance
between the first surface 210 and the non-stepped face 214 is
L, and a perpendicular distance between the first surface 210
and the stepped face 216 is L,+x. Therefore, a perpendicular
distance between the stepped face 216 and the non-stepped
face 214 is x. In alternate embodiments, the second surface
212 may include more than two faces. The acoustic trans-
ducer 202 is coupled to the first face 210 of the faceplate 204
and transmits acoustic signals into the faceplate 204 and
receives acoustic signals from the faceplate 204. A seal 206
between the acoustic device 200 and the member 102 pre-
vents ingress of fluids into the member 102. As disposed on
the member 102, the non-stepped face 214 is at a distance L
from the wellbore wall 104a and stepped face 216 is at a
distance L—x from the wellbore wall 104a.

The fluid testing apparatus 110 further includes a control
unit 220 coupled to the acoustic transducer 202. The control
unit 220 includes a processor 222 and a memory storage
device 224. The memory storage device 224 may be any
non-transitory computer-readable storage medium, such as a
solid-state memory, ROM, RAM, etc. The memory storage
device 224 includes a set of programs 226 stored therein. The
programs 226 may include instructions that when read by the
processor 222 enable the processor to, among other things,
determine an acoustic property of the fluid 108 in the wellbore
104 based on measurements obtained from the acoustic
device 200. The control unit 220 may further control an
operation of the acoustic device 200 or, specifically, the
acoustic transducer 202. The control unit 220 may be dis-
posed downhole with the acoustic device 200 or may be
situated at the surface location 120.

FIG. 3 shows various transmission and/or reflection paths
for an acoustic pulse generated by the acoustic transducer 202
of the exemplary acoustic device 200 of the present disclo-
sure. The acoustic transducer 202 transmits an original acous-
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tic pulse or signal that enters through the faceplate 204 at first
surface 210 and travels through the faceplate 204 to the sec-
ond surface 212. The original acoustic pulse may includes a
first portion 302 that intercepts the non-stepped face 214 and
a second portion 304 that intercepts the stepped face 216.
Reflection and transmission of the incident pulses occurs at
each of the non-stepped face 214 and the stepped face 216.

For the first portion 302 impinging on non-stepped face
214, an internally reflected signal (A,) may be reflected back
through the faceplate 204 to the acoustic transducer 202.
Another part of the first portion 302 is transmitted into the
fluid 108 as indicated by signal A,,. Signal A,, propagates
through the fluid 108 to the wellbore wall 104a and is
reflected from the wellbore wall 104a back through the fluid
108 to the non-stepped face 214. Signal A,, then passes
through the non-stepped face 214 and propagates back to the
acoustic transducer 202. For signals resulting from the first
portion 302, the path length in the faceplate 204 is distance L,
and the path length in the fluid 108 is distance L.

Similarly, for the second portion 304 impinging on the
stepped face 216, an internally reflected signal A, may be
reflected back through the faceplate 204 to the acoustic trans-
ducer 202. Another part of the first portion 302 is transmitted
into the fluid 108 as indicated by signal A,,. Signal A,
propagates through the fluid 108 to the wellbore wall 1044
and is reflected from the wellbore wall 1044 back through the
fluid 108 to the stepped face 216. Signal A, then passes
through the stepped face 216 and propagates back to the
acoustic transducer 202. For signals resulting from the second
portion 304, the path length in the faceplate 204 is distance
Lo+x and the path length in the fluid 108 is distance L.-x.

Signals propagating through the faceplate 204 travel at an
acoustic velocity cy. Signals propagating through the fluid
108 travel at an acoustic velocity C;, also known as “mud
velocity.” The acoustic velocity C, may be an unknown value
that is determined via the methods disclosed herein. The
acoustic velocity c-either may be a known quantity or may be
determined using the methods disclosed herein. A sudden
drop in the mud velocity can indicate gas influx from the
formation into the drilling mud.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show measured waveforms (V,,, V,, V,,
andV,,) of the respective pulses A ,A,, A, and A,, (FIG.3)
received at the acoustic transducer 202. FIG. 4A shows the
waveform measurements obtained when a velocity of sound
(Cy) in the faceplate 204 is greater than a velocity of sound
(C,) in the fluid 108. The travel time for a selected pulse is a
difference between a time at which the original acoustic pulse
is generated at the acoustic transducer 202 and time at which
the reflected pulse corresponding to the selected pulse is
detected at the acoustic transducer 202. Pulse A, (traveling
entirely within the faceplate 204) has a travel time T, pulse
A, (traveling entirely within the faceplate 204) has a travel
timeT,, pulse A, (traveling within both the faceplate 204 and
the fluid 108) has a travel time T, and pulse A, (traveling
within both the faceplate 204 and the fluid 108) has a travel
timeT,,. Since, pulses A  and A, are internally reflected, their
travel times T, and T, are earlier that the travel times T, , and
T,, of pulses A ,, and A,,, which travel through the fluid 108
and are reflected from the wellbore wall 104a. Since the pulse
A, spends more time in the faceplate 204 than pulse A, and
since c,>c;, pulse A, arrives before pulse A, .

FIG. 4B shows the measurements obtained when a velocity
of sound in the faceplate 204 (c,) is less than a velocity of
sound (c; ) in the fluid 108. For the internally reflected pulses
A, and A,, the travel times do not change. However, since
pulse A, spends more time in the faceplate 204 than pulse
A, and since c,<c,, pulse A, arrives before pulse A ,,.
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The equations for round-trip travel time for a selected
reflected pulse may be written in equation form. The round-
trip travel time is a function of a length of a path (path length)
for the pulse in a particular medium (i.e., the faceplate 204
and/or the fluid 108) as well as the acoustic velocities (i.e., ¢y
and/or ¢; ) of the particular medium. The equation for a round-
trip travel time for signal A, is:

T, =2(Lo+x)/c,+2(L-x)/c; Eq. (1)
The equation for a round-trip travel time for signal A, is:
Ty=2Ly/c,+2L/c;, Eq. (2)

From Egs. (1) and (2), the difference between travel times for
signal A, and signal A, is

T Top=2x(1/c,~1/cz) Eq. (3)

SinceT,,, T,, are measured quantities and x and ¢, are known
quantities, the speed of sound of the fluid 108 in the wellbore
104 may be determined by solving Eq. (3) to obtain:

er=V[Ve—~(T,=Typ)/2%] Eq. (4)

Once the speed of sound in the fluid 108 in the wellbore 104
is known, a standoff I between the faceplate 204 from the
wellbore wall 1044 (or equivalently, between the member 102
and the wellbore wall 104a) may be determined as

L=c;Tp,/2-Ly/c, Eq. (5)

In addition, the speed of sound (c,) in the faceplate 204
may be determined from round-trip travel times of the inter-
nally reflected acoustic pulses (i.e., signals A, and A,), as

shown in Egs. (6)-(8). The round-trip travel time for signal A ,
is:

T=2(Lo+x)e, Eq. (6)
and the round-trip travel time for signal A, is

T,=2Ly/c, (Eq. (7)
From Egs. (6) and (7), the speed of sound ¢, is determined as

e =2/T,~Ty) Eq. (8)

In another aspect of the present disclosure, acoustic attenu-
ation coefficients ofthe faceplate 204 and of the fluid 108 may
be determined. Additionally, an acoustic impedance of the
fluid 108 may be determined. The amplitudes of the returned
pulse waveforms (V,, V,, V,,, and V,,) are given by the
following equations (9)-(12):

aa’

V, = Ppe 2xko Z—f —Zx Eq )
Zf +Zx
V, = Pye 2ot Zr —Zx Eq. (10)
‘ Z; +Zx
Vip = Poe~2xk0 42 Zx o2k Zo-Zy Eq. (11)
(Zs +Zx)? Z.+Zf
Voo = Poe- 2o iy g 0 Ze —Zs Eq. (12)
(Zy +Zx P Z.+Zf

In Egs. (9)-(12), P, is the amplitude of the original acoustic
signal generated by the acoustic transducer 202, and a, and a
are the sound attenuation coefficient of the material of the face
plate and the sound attenuation coefficient of the fluid 108,
respectively. Z, 7 -and Z - are the acoustic impedances of the
fluid, the material of the faceplate 204 and the material of the
borehole wall (or of the casing), respectively.

The attenuation coefficient of the face plate (a,s) may be
determined from Eq. (9) and Eq. (10), to obtain:
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Eq. (13)

The attenuation coefficient of the fluid (a) may be determined
from Eq. (11) and Eq. (12) and the determined coefficient a,
from Eq. (13) to obtain:

_ Lln(%) Eq. (14)

By taking the ratio of V,,, (Eq. (11)) and V,, (Eq. (9)), the
following Eq. (15) is obtained:

Vip Eg. (15)

Vo _ AZZx  aaiZe=7;
Ve Z5-7%

Z; +Zf

The fluid impedance Z.may then be solved from Eq. (15). Z.
is a known acoustic impedance of the material (e.g., steel
casing) of the wellbore wall 104a. Z, is an acoustic imped-
ance of the material of the faceplate 204, which is either
known or may be determined from Eq. (13), L is the standoff
distance (determined in Eq. (5)) and a,is the fluid attenuation
coefficient, determined in Eq. (14). Moreover, the density of
the fluid may be then estimated by p~=Z/c,.

Therefore, in one aspect, the present disclosure provides a
method of determining an acoustic property of a fluid in a
wellbore, the method including: placing a faceplate in the
wellbore with a stepped surface of the faceplate in contact
with the fluid, wherein the stepped surface includes a non-
stepped face and a stepped face; transmitting an acoustic
pulse through the faceplate into the fluid, wherein a first
portion ofthe acoustic pulse passes from the faceplate into the
fluid via the non-stepped face and a second portion of the
acoustic pulse passes from the faceplate into the fluid via the
stepped face; receiving a first reflected acoustic pulse related
to the first portion of the acoustic pulse from a wellbore
surface and a second reflected acoustic pulse related to the
second portion of the acoustic pulse from the wellbore sur-
face; obtaining a measurement of the first reflected acoustic
pulse and a measurement of the second reflected pulse; and
determining from the obtained measurements the acoustic
property of the fluid in the wellbore. In one embodiment, a
path of the first reflected acoustic pulse intersects the non-
stepped face of the faceplate and a path of the second reflected
acoustic pulse intersects the stepped face of the faceplate.
When the acoustic property of the fluid is an acoustic velocity
of the fluid, the method determines the acoustic velocity of
the fluid using a difference between a travel time of the first
reflected signal and a travel time of the second reflected
signal. The difference between the travel time of the first
reflected signal and the travel time of the second reflected
signal is related to a difference between a path length through
the fluid of the first reflected signal and a path length through
the fluid of the second reflected signal. Additionally, a stand-
off distance between the faceplate and the wellbore surface
may be determined using the determined acoustic velocity of
the fluid. When the acoustic property ofthe fluid is an acoustic
attenuation of the fluid, the acoustic attenuation of the fluid
may be determined from an amplitude of the first reflected
signal an amplitude of the second reflected signal. The
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method may further include determining an acoustic imped-
ance of the fluid using the determined acoustic attenuation of
the fluid.

In another aspect, the present disclosure provides an appa-
ratus for determining an acoustic property of a fluid in a
wellbore, the apparatus including: a faceplate having a
stepped surface that includes a non-stepped face and a
stepped face, wherein the stepped surface is coupled to the
fluid in the wellbore; an acoustic transducer configured to
transmit an acoustic signal to pass through the stepped surface
of the faceplate into the fluid, wherein a first portion of the
transmitted acoustic signal passes from the faceplate into the
fluid via the non-stepped face and a second portion of the
acoustic pulse passes from the faceplate into the fluid via the
stepped face; and a processor configured to: receive measure-
ments of a first reflected pulse related to reflection of the first
portion of the transmitted acoustic signal from a wellbore
surface a second reflected pulse related to reflection of the
second portion of the transmitted acoustic signal from the
wellbore surface, and determine the acoustic property of the
fluid in the wellbore from the received measurements of the
first reflected acoustic pulse and the second reflected acoustic
pulse. In one embodiment, a path of the first reflected signal
intersects the non-stepped face a path of the second reflected
acoustic pulse intersects the stepped face. When the acoustic
property of the fluid is an acoustic velocity of the fluid, the
processor may determine the acoustic velocity of the fluid
from a difference between a travel time of the first reflected
signal and a travel time of the second reflected signal. The
processor may further determine a standoff distance between
a member and the wellbore surface using the determined
acoustic velocity for the faceplate disposed on the member. A
difference between the travel time of the first reflected signal
and the travel time of the second reflected signal is related to
a difference in a path length of the first reflected signal
through the fluid and a path length of the second reflected
signal through the fluid. When the acoustic property of the
fluid is attenuation of an acoustic signal in the fluid, the
processor may determine the attenuation of the acoustic sig-
nal in the fluid using an amplitude of the first signal and an
amplitude of the second signal. The processor may further
determine an acoustic impedance of the fluid using the deter-
mined acoustic attenuation of the fluid.

In yet another aspect, the present disclosure provides a
system for determining an acoustic property of a fluid in a
wellbore, the system including: a member disposed in the
wellbore; a faceplate disposed on the member, the faceplate
having a stepped surface coupled to the fluid in the wellbore,
wherein the stepped surface includes a non-stepped face and
a stepped face; an acoustic transducer configured to transmit
an acoustic signal into the faceplate, wherein a first portion of
the transmitted acoustic signal passes from the faceplate into
the fluid through the non-stepped face and a second portion of
the transmitted acoustic signal passes from the faceplate into
the fluid through the stepped face, the acoustic transducer
further configured to receive a first reflected acoustic signal
related reflection of the first portion of the transmitted acous-
tic signal from a surface of the wellbore and a second reflected
acoustic signal related to reflection of the second portion of
the transmitted acoustic signal from the surface of the well-
bore; and a processor configured to: receive measurements of
the first reflected pulse and the second reflected pulse from the
acoustic transducer, and determine the acoustic property of
the fluid in the wellbore from the received measurements of
the first reflected acoustic pulse and the second reflected
acoustic pulse. In one embodiment, a path of the first reflected
acoustic pulse intersects the non-stepped face and a path of
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the second reflected acoustic pulse intersects the stepped face.
When the acoustic property of the fluid is an acoustic velocity
of'the fluid, the processor may determine the acoustic velocity
of the fluid from a difference between measured travel times
of'the first reflected signal and the second reflected signal. The
processor may further determine a standoff distance between
the member and the wellbore surface. When the acoustic
property of the fluid is attenuation of an acoustic signal in the
fluid, the processor may determine the attenuation of the
acoustic signal in the fluid using an amplitude of the first
signal and an amplitude of the second signal. The processor
may further determine an acoustic impedance of the fluid
using the determined acoustic attenuation of the fluid.

While the disclosure has been described with reference to
an exemplary embodiment or embodiments, it will be under-
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes may be
made and equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof
without departing from the scope of the disclosure. In addi-
tion, many modifications may be made to adapt a particular
situation or material to the teachings of the disclosure without
departing from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is
intended that the disclosure not be limited to the particular
embodiment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for
carrying out this disclosure, but that the disclosure will
include all embodiments falling within the scope of the
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of determining an acoustic property of a fluid
in a wellbore, comprising:

placing a faceplate in the wellbore with a stepped surface of

the faceplate in contact with the fluid, wherein the
stepped surface includes a non-stepped face and a
stepped face;
transmitting an acoustic pulse through the faceplate into
the fluid, wherein a first portion of the acoustic pulse
passes from the faceplate into the fluid via the non-
stepped face and a second portion of the acoustic pulse
passes from the faceplate into the fluid via the stepped
face;
receiving a first reflected acoustic pulse related to the first
portion of the acoustic pulse from a wellbore surface and
a second reflected acoustic pulse related to the second
portion of the acoustic pulse from the wellbore surface;

obtaining a measurement of the first reflected acoustic
pulse and a measurement of the second reflected pulse;
and

determining from the obtained measurements the acoustic

property of the fluid in the wellbore.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein a path of the first
reflected acoustic pulse intersects the non-stepped face of the
faceplate and a path of the second reflected acoustic pulse
intersects the stepped face of the faceplate.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the acoustic property of
the fluid further comprises an acoustic velocity of the fluid,
further comprising determining the acoustic velocity of the
fluid using a difference between a travel time of the first
reflected signal and a travel time of the second reflected
signal.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the difference between
the travel time of the first reflected signal and the travel time
of the second reflected signal is related to a difference
between a path length through the fluid of the first reflected
signal and a path length through the fluid of the second
reflected signal.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising determining
a standoff distance between the faceplate and the wellbore
surface using the determined acoustic velocity of the fluid.
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the acoustic property of
the fluid further comprises acoustic attenuation of the fluid,
further comprising determining the acoustic attenuation of
the fluid from an amplitude of the first reflected signal an
amplitude of the second reflected signal.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising determining
an acoustic impedance of the fluid using the determined
acoustic attenuation of the fluid.

8. An apparatus for determining an acoustic property of a
fluid in a wellbore, comprising:

a faceplate having a stepped surface that includes a non-
stepped face and a stepped face, wherein the stepped
surface is coupled to the fiuid in the wellbore;

an acoustic transducer configured to transmit an acoustic
signal to pass through the stepped surface of the face-
plate into the fluid, wherein a first portion of the trans-
mitted acoustic signal passes from the faceplate into the
fluid via the non-stepped face and a second portion of the
acoustic pulse passes from the faceplate into the fluid via
the stepped face; and

a processor configured to:

receive measurements of a first reflected pulse related to
reflection of the first portion of the transmitted acoustic
signal from a wellbore surface a second reflected pulse
related to reflection of the second portion of the trans-
mitted acoustic signal from the wellbore surface, and

determine the acoustic property of the fluid in the wellbore
from the received measurements of the first reflected
acoustic pulse and the second reflected acoustic pulse.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein a path of the first
reflected signal intersects the non-stepped face a path of the
second reflected acoustic pulse intersects the stepped face.

10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the acoustic property
of'the fluid further comprising an acoustic velocity ofthe fluid
and the processor is further configured to determine the
acoustic velocity of the fluid from a difference between a
travel time of the first reflected signal and a travel time of the
second reflected signal.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the faceplate is
disposed on a member in the wellbore, further comprising
determining a standoff distance between the member and the
wellbore surface using the determined acoustic velocity.

12. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein a difference
between the travel time of the first reflected signal and the
travel time of the second reflected signal is related to a dif-
ference in a path length of the first reflected signal through the
fluid and a path length of the second reflected signal through
the fluid.

13. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the acoustic property
of'the fluid further comprises attenuation of an acoustic signal
in the fluid and the processor is further configured to deter-
mine the attenuation of the acoustic signal in the fluid using an
amplitude of the first signal and an amplitude of the second
signal.
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14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the processor is
further configured to determine an acoustic impedance of the
fluid using the determined acoustic attenuation of the fluid.

15. A system for determining an acoustic property ofa fluid
in a wellbore, comprising:

a member disposed in the wellbore;

a faceplate disposed on the member, the faceplate having a
stepped surface coupled to the fluid in the wellbore,
wherein the stepped surface includes a non-stepped face
and a stepped face;

an acoustic transducer configured to transmit an acoustic
signal into the faceplate, wherein a first portion of the
transmitted acoustic signal passes from the faceplate
into the fluid through the non-stepped face and a second
portion of the transmitted acoustic signal passes from
the faceplate into the fluid through the stepped face, the
acoustic transducer further configured to receive a first
reflected acoustic signal related reflection of the first
portion of the transmitted acoustic signal from a surface
of the wellbore and a second reflected acoustic signal
related to reflection of the second portion of the trans-
mitted acoustic signal from the surface of the wellbore;
and

a processor configured to:

receive measurements of the first reflected pulse and the
second reflected pulse from the acoustic transducer, and

determine the acoustic property of the fluid in the wellbore
from the received measurements of the first reflected
acoustic pulse and the second reflected acoustic pulse.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein a path of the first
reflected acoustic pulse intersects the non-stepped face and a
path of the second reflected acoustic pulse intersects the
stepped face.

17. The system of claim 15, wherein acoustic property of
the fluid further comprising an acoustic velocity of the fluid
and the processor is further configured to determine the
acoustic velocity of the fluid from a difference between mea-
sured travel times of the first reflected signal and the second
reflected signal.

18. The system of claim 17, further comprising determin-
ing a standoff distance between the member and the wellbore
surface.

19. The system of claim 15, wherein the acoustic property
of'the fluid further comprises attenuation of an acoustic signal
in the fluid and the processor is further configured to deter-
mine the attenuation of the acoustic signal in the fluid using an
amplitude of the first signal and an amplitude of the second
signal.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the processor is fur-
ther configured to determine an acoustic impedance of the
fluid using the determined acoustic attenuation of the fluid.
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